Periodontal disease: the emergence of a new paradigm.
Our concept of periodontal disease etiology, pathogenesis, and treatment is very different today than it was in 1970. Tremendous credit must be given to basic science and clinical investigators for the advances made in elucidating the nature of periodontal disease. With this new knowledge, a new paradigm of periodontal disease is emerging that points the way to exciting new diagnostic, prevention, early intervention, and treatment strategies.